ing serious. Have had no faith in this experiment at any
tune. I fear Porter relied too much upon it, and should not
be surprised if the expedition would have done better with-
out than with it. The troops are said to have disembarked
above Fort Fisher, to have taken some earthworks and
prisoners, and then to have reembarked. This reads of
and like Butler. I will not prejudge the men or movements.

Mr. Seward sent me to-day a line from Thurlow Weed,
who wanted the pardon or release of Stover. I sent Mr.
Seward word how I had disposed of a similar application
from the opposite party, viz. declining to furnish copies to
outside parties who were in controversy. Mandates from
the court must be respected. He made a second application
with similar result, and directly after the second call I re-
ceived an application from Mr. Brown, agent for the oppo-
site parties, stating the court had granted a commission
which would be here to-morrow with interrogatories to ex-
amine me and the Assistant Secretary. Calling on Mr.
Seward in the afternoon, I showed him Brown's letter.
He advised me not to testify nor to give any copies of any
record. I told him there might be some difficulty or com-
plaint. He said no, he always refused; told of their sending
an officer on one occasion to arrest him, [and that] he ap-
plied to and got from the War Department a guard. It
was all under the authority of the President, who would
refuse to give copies of the record and restrain the heads
of Department from acting as witnesses in such cases. I
told him I had received no such authority from the Pre-
sident and should prefer to have it in writing from the
President himself. I added that if he knew what was the
President's order or position, he could put it in writing on
the back of the paper of Brown, and I would stop and get
the President's signature. He took up a pen, but dropped
it and said it had better not be in his handwriting.

After being out a little time, he returned, followed soon
after by Mr. Hunter with a paper a little longer than
seemed to me necessary, and with an unfinished sentence.